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Harding Township School  

Science Fair 2020 

It’s time again for Harding Township School’s annual student Science Fair!  Every student in 

grades Kindergarten through 8th grade is invited to participate. The Fair will be held in our school 

gymnasium on Wednesday, March 4th, 2020 (Snow Date Thursday, March 5th, 2020).                 

     Due to the volume of participants in previous years, the science fair will be held in two 

sessions. Science Fair Junior for grades K-4 will take place from 3:45-4:45 pm. The Science Fair 

for grades 5-8 will take place from 5:15-7:00 pm (see set up and take down details below). 

Projects from grades 5-8 will be judged and eligible for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes! 

The projects completed for the Science Fair will be done entirely at home; no school time will 

be given to complete any components of the project. You may work alone or with a small group, 

with your parents’ permission. Students in grades K-4 may have a group of NO MORE than three 

students. Students in grades 5-8 may have a group of NO MORE than two students.  

In this packet, you will find information on types of science projects, rules and regulations, and 

science fair project guidelines. After reviewing the packet, please complete the Google Forms 

Application Form to register by Monday, February 24th, 2020.  

Google Form Registration: https://forms.gle/ZjuW7orbiKygRsNL8  

LATE FORMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

If you have any questions about the Science Fair please contact: 

Ms. Diana Robles  drobles@hardingtwp.org  
               Dr. Michael Gervis mgervis@hardingtwp.org  

Ms. Megan Hartline mhartline@hardingtwp.org 
             

We hope many of you will participate! Happy Experimenting!  

Sincerely, 

The Harding Township School Science Committee:  

Michael Gervis, Megan Hartline, and Diana Robles 

https://forms.gle/ZjuW7orbiKygRsNL8
mailto:drobles@hardingtwp.org
mailto:mgervis@hardingtwp.org
mailto:mhartline@hardingtwp.org
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Types of Science Projects 

There are two types of Science projects: Models and Experiments.  A model or an experiment 

can be displayed at the Science Fair. Here is the difference between the two: 

 

A Model, Display or Collection:  

Shows how something works in the real world but does not test anything. Examples of display 

or collection projects can be: “The Solar System”, “Types of Dinosaurs”, “Types of Rocks” or “My 

Gum Collection.” Examples of models might be: “The Solar System”, “How an Electric Motor 

Works”, or a “Tornado in a Bottle”. 

 

An Experiment:  

In an experiment lots of information is given, but it also has a project that shows testing being 

performed and gathering of data. 

Examples of experiments can be “The Effects of Detergent on the Growth of Plants”, “Which 

Paper Towel is more Absorbent?” or “What Structure can withstand the Most Amount of 

Weight?” You can tell you have an experiment if you are testing something several times and 

changing a variable to see what happens.  

 

*For judging purposes, only EXPERIMENTS will be judged at the 5-8 level. Middle school 

students MUST do an experiment to be considered for any awards. 

**All projects must be displayed on trifold boards. Dimensions for the trifold should be: 36” X 

46”. Boards must be able to stand on their own and remember to include your name! You are 

welcome to include any photos, data, pictures, drawings etc. on your display boards. 
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Choosing a Category 

All great projects start with great questions. Before you get started on a great question you 

need to choose a topic that you like. Here are a few suggestions of categories to choose from: 

Life Science:  

This category deals with animals*, plants, and the human body. Life Science also includes 

studying behaviors, so it is a perfect category to try taste tests, opinion surveys, and animal 

behavior training. 

*Please be aware that you cannot bring in a live animal as part of your project. 

Physical Science: 

This category focuses on figuring out how things work. It can include topics such as matter and 

structure, electricity, magnetism, sound, light etc.  Physical Science asks the question, “How 

does it work and what if I do this to it, will it still work?” 

Physical Science experiments also explore the composition of matter and how it reacts to each 

other. For example, figuring out what is an acid* and what is not. These are the science 

experiments that may have bubbling and oozing going on. 

*Please be aware that you may not bring chemicals to the science fair. 

Earth and Space Sciences:  

This category covers a wide range of topics that deal with the Earth and Space. This includes 

meteorology (weather), oceanography, geology (rocks, fossils, physical features of Earth) etc. 

The study of Space topics is just as vast, including the stars, our sun, atmosphere and planets.  

Now it’s your turn! 

Please fill out the Application Form by Monday, February 24th, 2020. Late Entries WILL NOT be 

accepted. 

Application Form: https://forms.gle/ZjuW7orbiKygRsNL8  

 

https://forms.gle/ZjuW7orbiKygRsNL8
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Rules and Regulations 

 

Science Fair Junior (K-4) 

1. Safety First! 

2. An adult MUST be present during the entire length of the fair (including set up and take 

down). 

3. Set up and take down on Thursday, February 8th: 

a. Set up: All projects must arrive to school between 3:15-3:45 pm. 

b. Science Fair will be held between 3:45-4:45 pm. 

c. Take down: All projects must be removed by 4:45 pm.  

4. You will be designated an area for your display upon arrival. 

5. You may work alone or in a group of up to 3 students. 

6. There is a limitation of materials that you are allowed to bring in for safety purposes. No 

chemicals, hazardous materials, or animals can be displayed. 

7. You may not perform your experiment live for safety purposes. However, you can bring 

in experiments and resulting items as a part of your display. 

8. Displays must be displayed on boards and able to stand on its own. Dimensions for the 

trifold should be: 36” X 46”  

9. Be prepared to answer questions about your project! 
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Rules and Regulations 

Science Fair (5-8) 

1. Safety First! 

2. An adult MUST be present during the entire length of the fair (including set up and take 

down). 

3. Set up and take down on Thursday, February 8th: 

a. Set up: All projects must arrive to school between 4:45 -5:15 pm. 

b. Science Fair will be held between 5:15-7:00 pm. 

c. Take down: All projects must be removed immediately following the awards. (by 

7:15 pm) 

d. You will be designated an area for your display upon arrival. 

4. You may work alone or in a group of up to 2 students. 

5. There is a limitation of materials that you are allowed to bring in for safety purposes. No 

chemicals, hazardous materials, or animals can be displayed. 

6. You may not perform your experiment live for safety purposes. However, you can bring 

in experiments and resulting items as a part of your display. 

7. Displays must be displayed on boards and able to stand on its own. Dimensions for the 

trifold should be: 36” X 46.” Documentation journal/data portfolio to show your progress 

is highly recommended.  

8. Be prepared to answer questions about your project! Any explanations to judges should 

be no longer than 3 minutes.  

9.  Judging will take place by guest judges from various science backgrounds. 

10.  Winners will be announced at the end of the Science Fair. There will be awards given for 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place for two categories: 5th/6th and 7th/8th 


